


THE CORRESPONDENT. 


MAGNA EST VERITAS ET PREVALEPIT. 














No. 15. NEW YORK, NOVEMBER 38, 1527. Vou. 2. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 





THE CATECHUMEN. 


Mr. Editor—Inclosed you have a translation from the French of a lit- 
tle work of Voltaire’s, entitled ‘“* Zhe Catechumen,” and purporting, on 
the tile page of the original, printed at Amsterdam i in the year 1763, to 
be a translation from the Chinese. As I think it is well calculated to ex- 
pose the absurdities of what are called Christian Mysteries, | have to so- 
Jicit for it a place in your valuable paper. VARO. 


Commercial affairs had engaged me to make a sea voyage. I had got 
far off from the shores of my native country, when a dreadful tempest 
threw me on an unknown coast; however, [ tell into the hands of a vers 
humane people, and soon found they had brought the arts to great per- 
fection, that they practised many virtues, and appeared to me m a state 
as enlightened as humanity could attain. My admiration of them 
equalled my gratitude, but, alas! it it but too true, that man always dis- 
covers by some failing the weakuess of his being. 

These people showed as much friendship towards me as I could pos- 
sibly do to them; their mildness and civility entirely gained my affection. 
‘They said to me one day, “Of what religion are you?” ‘The question 
surprised me: I asked them if there two religions? at which they smiled, 
and I saw they were astonished at myignorance. They added, “ Do you 
adore gods of wood, or metal, or of stone?” I shrugged up my shoul- 
ders, ond they, with an air of satisfaction, continued, ‘“* Do you believe in 


Moses, who massacred thousands of his fellow citizens by the order of 


God? , I expressed indignation. They then demanded, if I were a dis- 
ciple of Mahomet, who cut the moon in two, and concealed the half in 
his sleeve? I answered only by signs of contempt, which pleased them 
greatly. 

* Are you a Christian?” they said to me at last. I answered, that 1 
did not understand what they meant. 'They appeared much antenished. 
and observed, that they knew of but four kinds of religion in the world, 
and that I did not profess either. I replied, that I was born in a country 
where but one god of supreme intelligence and benificence was worshipped, 
who created and governed the world, and who recompensed in another 
life the good acts that men do in this; that our worship consisted in gra- 
titude and entire submission, and in the habitual exercise of the virtues; 
that is to say, of moderation, temperance, humanity, benificence, and 
justice. “Ts that all?” said they. I told them that the whole was in- 
eluded in those words. ‘* How is that?” they remarked; “has your god 
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performed no miracles?’ ‘‘ He has created the heaven and the earth,” 
I replied; “what would you have more?” ‘What! no mysteries, 
priests, and ceremonies! I bowed, and said I did not comprehend them. 
i heard them exclaim among themse ‘Ives, **Poor man! into what excess 
of blindness, ignorance, and barbarism is he plunged!’ ‘* My friend,” 
said one of them, “‘ vive thanks to God for having conducted you among 
us, to be instructed in our holy religion. You do not know, then, that 
God has made himself a man?” T assured them it was the first time I 
had heard of it, and asked them why he had become a man? =“ Know,’ 

continued they, “that the first man ate an apple which God had forbidden 
him, in consequence of which all his posterity were condemned to eter- 
nal punishment. At another time men became so criminal that the Al- 
mighty repented of having created them, and drowned them all with the 
exception of eight persons. The posterity of these became no better; 
God continued to be displeased; and, as it was necessary to reconcile 
him to mankind, God the Son became a man to appease God the Father.” 

This divine family astonished me a little. Aud the daughter of God, 
said I, what is become of her? They answered gravely, “God has 
no daughter.” Oh! he has but a son: but how do you know the sex 
of this son? They answered, “ God is incorporeal; he has no sex.” I 
insisted, how could God the Father produce God the Son? He begot 
him. God has a sex, then; he must also have a wife. They smiled at 
me again. But when did the father beget this son? From all eternity. 
My friends, there is an apparent contradiction; it is not, possible for the 
son who was begotten to be as old as the father. Has the father, then, 
any other children? No; but there is a third person, who proceeds from 
the father and the son. ITsuppose he was begotten, also? No; certain- 
ly not: pray take care what you say, or you will be guilty of heresy. 1 
replied, [ did not understand them. 

O, sir, these are mysteries which God himself has revealed’to men, to 
the end that they might understand nothing. Wonderful! said I. They 
continued: God wished to humble men’s reason ; that is, to give them a 
disregard for the most precious gift they hold of his bounty. And you 
make no use of your reason, then? O yes; we are allowed to use it in 
all other actions of our lives; but in matters of religion it would be im- 
pious. Better and better, said I. So then I find you have three gods? 
No, no, replied they ; we have indeed three persons, of whom the first is 
the Father, the second is the Son, or word, the third is the Holy Spirit ; 
but all these three make only one God. How, gentlemen? these three 
make but one, and one makes three? Yes; it is so, replied they, though 
contrary to all the rules of arithmetic: you must know that our theology 
is far superior to this petty science ; however, we will explain the whole 
to you. 

What do you call the third person? said I. The Holy Ghost. Has 
the Holy Ghost been a man, also? Neo: but he became a pigeon: we 
do not knowyindeed, that this was his natural form, but when he appear- 
ed to the apostles he was pleased to borrow that shape. 

And the Son of God has been a man from all eternity? O, no; only 
seventeen hundred years. Of whom, and how was he born? He was 
born of avirgin. She would certainly be much surprised. Knowing her- 
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self to be avirgin? O.yes; you are right; but an angel came to prepare 
her, that she might not be: alarmed i in being brought to bed. Yet I sup- 
pose you will be still more surprised when we tell you she was married ? 
O no; pardon me, | understand this mystery better than all the others. 
Nay, do not jest, sir; her husband had not slept with her; we have it so 
revealed to us. And pray how did she conceive? By the operation of 
the Holy Ghost. But you say that the Holy Ghost proceeds from the 
Son? Yes, sir, it is so, by the infallible decision of the holy church. 
And who was his mother?’ The wife of a carpenter. What kind of a 
life did he lead? He served thirty years in his father’s shop, and was 
very serviceable to him. Indeed! gentlemen; very well! I perceive you 
have sublime notions of the Divinity. At the age of thirty he began to 
preach to the people in the country, which lasted some time: at length the 
magistrates became displeased, because in his sermons he said a great 
deal about rich men, and the officers of government. He foresaw that 
he would be punished, and perspired both water and blood. Indeed ! that 
js another fine trait in his character. 


T'a be continued. 


AUTHENTICITY OF THE PEN'TATEUCH. 
Continued from page 211. 


It is unnecessary to multiply quotations in support of what I under- 
took in the outset to demonstrate—namely, that the books attributed to 
Moses contain internal evidence fatal to his being their author, as I am 
persuaded no one who has bestowed any attention on the subject can en- 
tertain the smallest doubt respecting it, Is it not strange that there is no 
mention of, or allusion to, the pretended five books of Moses, either in 
the books of Joshua, Judges, the two books of Samuel, in the early part 
of the books of Kings, or in the Chronicles, until the time of Josiah ; 
that is, about 850 years after the flight from Egypt? Solomon is stated 
to have preserved the tables of the law; but not a word is mentioned in 
his day, or in the histories of his reign, of these five books. When Hel- 
kiah the priest is said to have found them, not a man among the Jews, 
high or low, learned or unlearned, pretended te have any kuowledge of 
them, except the prophetess Huldah, who adapted or suited her exhorta- 
tions to his views and wishes, as is manifest from the narrative. That a 
book of such size, of such importance, the alleged work of the national 
lawgiver, should be unnoticed and unknown for 850 years, is absolutely 
incredible, had it really existed previous to the time of its discovery. 

We shall suppose, for the sake of illustration, that there was such a per- 
son as Moses, and that he was the author of the following writings : 

- The account of the two and forty journeys of the Israelites out of 
Egy pt, comprised in the 32d chapter of Numbers. 

. The book of the law, which the levites were ordered to read to the 
people every seventh year, at the feast of the tabernacles, Deut. 31 and 
11; and which seems to have been the curses contained in the 14th verse 
of the 27th chapter of that book. 
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3. The ten commandments, said, in one passage, to have been writteu 
by Jehovah on two tables of stone, and, in another, by Moses; who is 
stated, Exodus 24th, 3 and 4, to have dictated them to the people in the 
morning, and to have written them afterward on the same day. 

4. The song mentioned in Deuteronomy 31 and 22d, and in Deut. 32d. 

These are al] the productions, even admitting the Bible account to be 
correct, which are said to have been actually written by Moses. All his 
other exhortations in the Pentateuch are detailed to us as having been 
spoken, but not written, by him. Now it is clear that the books composing 
the Pentateuch could not have been written by Moses; for the people 
were to be instructed in the commandments of God, and the exhortations 
of Moses, not by copies of a book distributed that they could read them- 
selves, but by having these commandments periodically read to them by 
the priests and levites ; so that they must necessarily have been short and 
concise. 

A people constantly engaged in wars with their neighbors—slaves to 
the Egyptians—then slaves for 8 years under Kersan—then for 18 under 
Eglon—then for 20 under Jabin—then for 7 under the Midianites—then 
for 18 under the Philistines and Ammonites—then for 40 under the Phi- 
listines—then for 70 under the Babylonians—could have no time or in- 
clination to cultivate letters among the mass of the nation. It is, indeed, 
acknowledged by their historian Josephus, that they “‘ never wrote any 
thing.” What knowledge of letters they did possess, must have been 
confined to their priesthood, with whom alone their sacred books were 
deposited. 

But what is conclusive that the Pentateuch could not have been written 
by Moses, comprising, as it does, a large volume, is, that there were only 
two modes of writing known to Moses ; one by cutting the words in stone, 
and the other by tracing them on soft mortar or plaster, which last method 
hie expressly recommends to the Jews. Perhaps the tables of stone used 
on Mount Horeb were also plastered, for Moses wrote thereon the com- 
mandments in one morning, as appears by the passage already cited. 
That he would recommend to his people the most convenient method of 
writing then known, there can be no doubt. That method is thus de- 
tailed: “Thou (the people) shalt set up great stones and plaster them 
with plaster, and thou shalt write upon them all the words of this law.” 
27 Deut. 

To have written a!l the didactic part of the Pentateuch, either in the 
one way or the other, would have been nearly impossible; and, when 
written, what building could contain this heap of’stones, or how were 
they to be transported ? The methods employed preclude the supposi- 
tion of more than half a dozen pages. When, therefore, the author of 
this collection, or his translator, makes Moses write the law in a book, he 
conforms himself to the language and ideas of his own day, not of the 
days of Moses. The author, therefore, wrote or compiled it when books 
were in common use. 

There is no evidence of the papyrus being used for writing in the time 
of Moses, nor for a long time after. Had it been used, he would not have 
recommended plaster or mortar spread upon the surface of a large stone. 

This is too evident to require further elucidation: but it may be observed. 
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that when Esdras, 900 years afterward, wished to rewrite the Law from 
inemory, after it had been burnt, as he alleged, he made use of box wood, 
und employed five secretaries forty days. Amid these alterations, where 
shall we find the genuine Law of Moses ? 

But, how would a book of papyrus have kept for S00 years, buried in 
dust aad dirt, neglected and unknown? For, if it had been carefully 
kept, it would have been known, resorted to, referred to, cited, read, co- 
pied, extracted, reverenced. But we hear nothing of the Book of the 
Law, til first brought to light by Hilkiah, who took his own time to com- 
pose or compile it, as might best suit his own purposes. 

Hence, as the priests of Baal and other Phenician deities interfered 
greatly with the interest and influence of the Jewish priests of the Mo- 
saic law, in the time of Ammon and Manassah, the immediate predeces- 
sors of Josiah, and also at the commencement of Josiah’s reign, we can 
well account for all the violent denunciations against the Israelites for 
“going whoring after other gods;” and particularly the Jeremiad in 38 
Deut. “48, &e., which, with strange coincidences, Jeremiah himself has 
adopted as descriptive of the incursions of the northern Jeythor. 

These proofs might be extended satisfactorily to establish the absolute 
apocryphal character, in point of historical credit, of the five books of 
Moses, as they are very improperly called. But I shall proceed to aceu- 
iaulate a few more objections, that the question may be set at rest. 

Shaphan the scribe went to the king, and said, Hilkiah the priest hath 
viven me a book. No inquiry was made, no account was given, how or 
where Hilkiah found it, or on what authority he presumed it was written 
by Moses. ‘ And Shaph: in rend it before the king.” Now I appeal to 
auy person in the shghtest degree conversant with languages, whether any 
man could read off, or any other man understand at once, a book written 
“00 years before! The language and phraseology would necessarily be 
so altered by time as to render it unintelligible. It is so with the Latin. 
Irench, English, of two or three hundred years interval. Compare the 
language of. the swaive tables with the code of Justinian; the Poesies de 
Clotilde with the verses of Delis ‘le; or even Chaucer with Dryden and 
Pope. The whole story shows manifest concert between the high priest 
Hilkiah, his pupil Josiah, the seribe Shaphan, the prophetess Huldah, and 
the prophet Jeremiah, who appears from 1 Jerem. to have been a rela- 
tion! All meant to exasperate the people against the priests of Baal, and 
frighten them into obedience to the priests of Moses. -] beg of the un- 
prejudiced reader to peruse the account in 2 Kings, chap. 22, and in 2 
Chron., chap. 34 and 35, and he will be convinced that this is a fair con- 
clusion, manifestly resulting from the facts recounted. 

Suppose any person of the present day were to. produce a book of laws 
written in the time of king Ethelbert of England, and promulgated by his 
authority, would not the learned world require a full and particular account 
of the book and the discovery of it, and undeniable evidences of its au- 
thenticity, before they would admit it? But here is a book claiming to be 
the autograph of the great national lawgiver of the Jews—containing the 
only authentic history of the transactions of their ancestors—the only title 
to the national possessions—the only justification of the national incur- 
sions into the dominions of their neighbors—their only code of laws reli- 
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gious and civil—the only authority for the claims of the priesthood—a 
book that ought to have been periodically read to the people by their 
clergy appointed so to do—that ought to have been familiar to their 
learned men and men of rank—produced for the first time after an sg 
val of 800 years by Hilkiah the priest, who gives no other account of i 
than, I found it! 

And is this the authority on which we are required to believe, that the 
Pentateuchi, such as we have it, is the real composition of the lawgiver 
Moses, penned under the influence of divine inspiration, and which we 
are denounced if we suspect as deficient in historical authenticity or 
scientific infallibility ! 

But other difficulties remain. It is a fact not disputed in the present 
day, that the Hebrew spoken by the tribe of Judah was not the same with 
the Samaritan dialect used by the other tribes of Israel. This last was 
the language of the Canaanites or Phenicians, which continued in use in 
Samaria, from the earliest times, and in which the Samaritan copy of 
the Pentateuch was written and is still extant. The language used by 
the tribe of Judah, after the captivity, was contaminated with the Chaldee, 
and written not in the Phenician but in the Chaldee character, still adopt- 
ed; while the old Samaritan was the Phenician, or a dialect of the Phe- 
nician. There is still extant a Pentateuch in the Hebrew or Chaldee 
dialect. Now, the Samaritan being the oldest language, and the Chal- 
daic Hebrew a dialect gradually introduced among the Jews to its exelu- 
sion, it is more likely that the law of Moses should be written in the 
older than in the later language. But the book of Hilkiah was not writ- 
ten in the Samaritan language, or character, which was held in great dis- 
repute in Judah. It was written in a dialect varying from the Samari- 
tan, and in a character introduced long after the time of Moses. 


To be continued. 


THE QUESTIONS OF ZAPATA. 
From the F'rench of Voltaire. 
Continued from page 217. 


41. I do not know what to say in justification of Samuel, who hewed 
io pieces king Agag, whom Saul had taken prisoner and had reserved for 
ransom. I cannot say whether our king Pbilip would be applauded or 
not, if after he had taken prisoner a Moorish king, and had compounded 
with him for his ransom, he should cut him up into small pieces. 

42. We should pay, I admit, great respect to the character of David, 
who was a man after God’s own heart; but I fear I am not sufficiently 
versed in ethical science to justify, by the ordinary laws, the conduct of 
David, who, as the scriptures record, associated himself with four hundred 
men that were remarkable for their vices, and overwhelmed with debt; 
who marched at the head of them for the purpose of plundering the man- 
sion of Nabal, a servant of the king, and who, eight days after, espoused 
his widow; who. went to offer his services to Achish, the enemy of the 
king, and in the mean time burnt and plundered the provinces of the allies 
of Achish, preserving from the sword neither age nor sex; who, as soon 
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us he took possession of the throne, furnished himself with a fresh bevy of 


concubines; yet not content with thei, forced away Bathsheba from her 
husband, and caused him to be slain whom he had thus dishonored. 1 
have still some difficulty in believing that God could afterward be born in 
Judea a descendant from this same adultress and homicide, who are reck- 
onued among the ancestors of the Eternal Being. I have already request- 
ed your attention to this last article, which is of a nature to excite very 
unpleasant sensations in the minds of devout persons. 

43. The treasure possessed by David and Solomon, which amounted 
to more than five thousand millions of golden ducats, is a circumstance 
that appears difficult to be reconciled with the extreme poverty of the 
country, and with the state to which the Jews were reduced under Saul, 
when, it appears, they did not even possess sufficient convenience for the 
reparation of their implements of husbandry. Our colonels of cavalry 
would shrug up their shoulders, if I were to tell them that Solomon had 
four hundred thousand horse in a little kingdom in which asses only were, 
and are now to be seen; a circumstance which I have already had the 
honor of representing to you. 

44. If it be necessary for me to give a history of the frightful cruelties 
of nearly all the kings of Judah and Israel, I fear I shall be the means of 
shocking, rather than of edifying, the feeble minded. The whole of these 
Kings were in the habit of assassinating one another a little too often; and, 
if I am not deceived, this was no good policy. 

45. I perceive this petty nation existing in scarcely any other than a 
state of slavery, either under the Phenicans, the Babylonians, the Persians, 
the Syrians, or the Romans; and I shall perhaps be put to some little 
trouble in my endeavors to reconcile so much misery with the magni- 
ficent promises of the Jewish prophets. 

46. I know that all the oriental nations had their prophets; but those 
of the Jews, I think, are hardly to be interpreted. What am I to under- 
stand by the vision which Ezekiel, the son of Buzi, had near the river 
Chebar; by the four animals which had each four faces and four wings, 
with the feet of calves; by the wheel which had also four faces; and by 
the firmament which was placed over the heads of the animals? How 
shall I interpret the order God gave to Ezekiel to swallow a roll of parch- 
ment, to cause himself to lie bound, and then to remain lying on his left 
side for ninety days, and afterward to turn himself on his right side, and 
remain in that position during forty days, and to eat his bread covered with 


excrement instead of butter? I cannot penetrate the concealed sense otf 


what Ezekiel says in the sixteenth chapter: ‘‘ When your breasts were 
formed, and your hair had grown; I spread myself over you and covered 
your nakedness ; I presented you with robes, with sandals, with girdles, 
with costly ornaments, and pendants for the ears; but then thou didst 
build for thyself a * * * * * * and didst prostitute thyself in all the pub- 
lic places; and in the twenty-third chapter the Prophet says, “‘ Aholah 
has passionately desired the embraces of those who have the virile mem- 
ber like that of asses, and who scatter their seed like horses.” Most 
learned masters, inform me whether you think yourselves worthy of Aho- 
lah’s favors. 
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47. It will be my duty to explain the grand prophecy of fsaiah, whici 
regards our Lord Jesus Christ. It is to be found, as you well know, in the 
seventh chapter. Rezen, king of Syria, and Pekah, the petty king of 
Israel, were besieging Jerusalem; in the mean time, Ahaz, king of Jeru- 
salem, consulted the prophet Isaiah in respect to the issue of the siege. 
Isaiah, by way of reply, says, “ God shall give you a sign; a young woman 
shall conceive and bring forth a son, who shall be “called Emmanuel. 
Butter and honey shall he eat before he be of an age to distinguish the 
good from the evil. And before the time that he shall be able to reject 
the evil and choose the good, thy country shall be delivered from those 
two kings. And the Lord shall whistle to the flies that are at the extre- 
mities of the rivers of Egypt, and to the bees that are in the land of Assy- 
ria. And in this day the Lord shall make use of a hired razor in those 
that are beyond the river, and shall shave the head, and the groin, and 
the beard, of the king of Assyria.” 

We find i in the eighth chapter that the prophet, in order to fulfil the 
prophecy, goes to bed with the prophetess, who afterward brings forth a 
son; and the Lord says to Isaiah, ‘* You shall call his name Maher-salal- 
has baz,” (that is, haste to take the spoils,) “‘ and before that the infant 
shall know how to pronounce the name of his father or his mother, the 
power of Damascus shall be overthrown.” Without your assistance, I 
shall not be able to give a neat explan: ition of this important prophecy. 

48. In what light am I to receive the history of the prophet Jonah, who 
was ordered to go to Nineveh for the purpose of preaching repentance to 
the Ninevites?. 'The inhabitants of Nineveh were not Israelites, and it 
seems as though it was Jonah’s duty to instruct them in the Jewish laws 
before he issued his mandates for repentance. The prophet, however, in- 
stead of obeying the Lord, went on board a vessel bound for Tarshish, 
with the intention of going to that place. In the course of the voyage a 
tempest arose, and the sailors threw Jonah into the sea in order to appease 
the storm. God sends a great fish, which swallows up Jonah, and he 
remained three days and three nights in the belly of this huge animal. 
God then commands the fish to vomit up the prophet; the command is 
obeyed, and Jonah finds himself on the shores of Joppa. God then orders 
him a second time to go to Nineveh, and to proclaim that in forty days she 
shall be overthrown, unless she repent of her misdeeds. From Joppa to 
Nineveh there is a distance of more than four hundred miles. Do not 
all these histories require in the reader that superior kind of learning which 
{ am deficient in? [I would willingly confound the scavans who pretend 
that this account is taken from the ancient fable of Hercules. Hercules, 
it appears, was inclosed for three days in the belly of a whale; but in the 
mean time he fared sumptuously, for he feasted on the liver of the ani- 
mal, which he by some means or other contrived to broil. The pro- 
phet Jonah was not quite so adroit. 

49. Teach me the art to explain some of the first verses of the prophet 
Hosea. God expressly commands him to take a whore and to beget some 
bastards, and the prophet punctually obeys the order; he addresses him- 
self to Maddm Gomer, the daughter of Diblain; he cohabits with her 
for three years, and begets three children; this, then, is a type. God then 
requires another type; he orders the prophet to lie with some other wanton 
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who is married, and who has already planted horis on her husband's fore- 
head. The worthy Hosea, always obedient to the Lord’s commands, has 
uot much trouble in finding a handsome lady of this character, and she 
only costs him sixteen drachms and a measure of barley.* 1 beg you 
will have the goodness to inform me what the value of the drachm was at 
that period among the Jews, and likewise how much you give to the 
wenches at this day, when you cohabit with them by order of the Lord. 

59. I have still greater need of your sage instruction when I come to 
the New Testament: I am fearful I shall be put to a nonplus in my en- 
deavors to reconcile the two genealogies of Jesus; for it will be said that 
Matthew gives Jacob for the father of Joseph, and that Luke makes him 
to be the son of Heli; which constitutes an ere unless, indeed, 
we can transform he into ja, and fi into cob. I shall be asked how it 
happens that one list contains fifty-six generations, and the other only 
forty-two, and why these generations are ‘totally different; and also why 
that genealogy, which, according to the general statement, should include 
forty-two generations, contains only forty-one; and, in fine, why the ge- 
nealogical tree is exclusively that of Joseph, who was not the father of 
Jesus?’ Iam dubious whether I shall be able to make any other than 
those silly sort of replies, which have been made by all my predecessors : 
I hope, however, you will extricate me from this labyrinth. Are you of 
the opinion of St. Ambrose, who asserted that the angel impregnated 
Mary through the medium of the ear, Maria per aurem impragnata est; 
or do you believe with Sanchez that the virgin emitted seed in her junc- 
tion with Spiritus Sanctus? The question is rather curious: the sage 

Sanchez has no doubt whatever but that each of them had emissions at 
the same moment; for he conceives that this simultaneous recounter of 
the two seeds is absolutely necessary to cause generation. Is is evident 
that Sanchez was better versed in theology than in physics, and that the 
forte of the Jesuites is not the begetting of children. 

51. If I announce, according to Luke, that Augustus ordered a gene- 
ral census or taxation at the time Mary was pregnant; that Cyrenius or 
Quirinses published an account of the same; that Joseph and Mary re- 
paired to Bethlehem for the purpose of being included in this census; 
and if I am laughed at to my face, and the antiquaries should inform me 
that such a taxation never took place in the Roman empire; that it was 
Quintilius Verrus and not Cyrenius that was the governor of Syria at 
the time alluded to; that Cyrenius did not rule over Syria till ten years 
after the birth of Christ; I say, at all this I should be very much embar- 

rassed, but, without doubt, your profound elucidations will completely ob- 
viate these trifling difficulties. For should there be found one single 
oe in a sacred book, can that book be any longer held as sacred? 

. When I shall recount that according to Matthe »w the holy family 
jaca into Egypt, the reply will be that the account is false, since 


* The Christian’s apology for all the foregoing indecencies is, that the Jews became so abo- 
minably wicked, that even their.language took the infection, and became so wholly corrupted, 
that the most obscene expressions were frequently made use of even in serious matters. So far 
we may acquiesce ; (thongh the statement is not very complimentary to the understanding of 
those whe pay deference to the records of such a villainous crew ;) but the Lord himself, in “the 
infinity of his wisdom, has deigned to follow the shocking example, and dictated to the prophets 
and the holy ones of Israel in a language too shameful for even a common brothe!! 
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according to the other evangelists the holy family must have remained in 
Judea; and, if I then agree that the sacred trio did remain in Judea, it 
will be maintained that they journeyed into Egypt. Is it not the best 
and shortest way to settle the dispute, to maintain that one may be in two 
places at the same time, since St. Francis Xavier, and several other saints, 
have been thus situated ? 

53. The astronomers may ridicule the account of the star which con- 
ducted the three kings into a stable; but you, being well versed in the 
grand science of astrology, can give sufficient reasons for the appearance 
of such a phenomenon. Inform me, especially, how much gold they 
offered to the baby god; for you are accustomed to receive much of this 
precious metal, from kings as well as from the people. And with regard 
to the fourth king, Herod, wherefore did he fear that the infant Jews, 
brought forth in this same stable, should hereafter become king of the 
Jews? Herod was only king by the suffrage of the Romans; this, then, 
was the affair of Augustus, and not Herod’s concern. ‘The massacre of 
the young children is rather a strange account, and I am sorry that no 
Roman historian has thought the affair worthy of his notice. An 
ancient martyrology, professing to give a true account, reckons there were 
forty thousand infants put to death on the occasion: if you wish me to 
add a few more thousands to the number, you have only to say the word. 


To be continued. 





NEW YORE, SATURDAY, "NOVEMBER 3, 1827. 

Mr, Owen.—By a late arrival from England, we have received from 
Mr. Owen a copy of an address, which he has recently published, con- 
taining a clear and forcible statement of his views and principles. Al- 
though this document may not be considered as exactly coming within 
the scope of our plan, we havé been induced to lay it before our Teaders, 
to gratify a wish, which many of them have expressed, that some correct 
information should be given on a subject so intimately connected with 
human happiness, and regarding which it is in vain to look into the 
newspapers for any thing that can be depended upon. We have been 
the more readily induced to give Mr. Owen’s statement publicity, that 
we are satisfied of the correctness of the principles for which he contends, 
and of the practicability, under proper arrangements, of carrying them 
into effect. 














ADDRESS FROM MR. OWEN. 


To the Agriculturists, Mechanics, and Manufacturers, both Masters and Operatives, of Great 
Britain and Ireland. 


Two years ago I left you in apparent prosperity; you then thought 
that war only could stop the progress of your success; you have remained 
at peace, and yet you have passed through a period of more distress than 
the oldest of you had previously experienced. 

You were subjected to these severe sufferings when your industry was 
at its height, when capital was overflowing, and when both islands were 





THE CORRESPONDENT, Ls Fr 


full of whatever could be required to support in comlort a much larger 
population. 

Your distress, therefore, did not arise from a deficiency of food or clo- 
thing in the islands, from a want of industry in masters or servants, from 
a want of capital, of raw materials, or of finished productions of any kind ; 
but, on the contrary, because the country superabounded in the necessa- 
ries, comforts, and. laxuries of life, even to saturation, until all markets, 
both at home and abroad, were overstocked by your industry—and ye t 
were you taught to believe that you were to look for relief only from an 
increase of those markets. 

To those who have been accustomed to observe what has been in pro- 
gress for some years past, your sufferings created no surprise ; indeed they 
were anticipated and distinctly foretold. As the same cause which pro- 
duced your distress is yet in full action, it is natural to expect that the 
same effect, at no distant period, will again follow; but, as this cause is 
daily growing in magnitude, it may be reasonably anticipated that the 
succeeding distress will be more severe than the last. 

This distress, however, falls chiefly on you, the industrious producers 
of abundance ; and it behoves you well to understand how this unfavor- 
able result follows from your best directed efforts, that you may attain the 
knowledge of the means by which you may not only prevent its recur- 
rence, but learn also how to acquire a fair share of the abundance which 
you create. 

You are deeply interested in probing this subject to its foundation ; in 
ascertaming why, contrary to the usual laws of Nature, a superabun- 
dance of all the necessaries, comforts, and luxuries of life should uni- 
formly afflict you, who produce them, with extreme poverty and misery. 

I will endeavor to trace this subject in such a manner as to make its 
progress obvious to every one who has been accustomed to reflect. 

Your labor is the support of yourselves and families; all the wealth 
which you and the other classes consume is produced by it; and, under 
the existing arrangement of society, you have to sell your labor as any 
other commodity i is sold, and upon its ‘merchantable value in the general 


market of commerce your prosperity or adversity depend. When it is of 


low value, you are in poverty, and when it is in high estimation, you are 
in comparative affluence. 

There is, however, a silent and almost unnoticed change in progress, 
which has reduced, and will further reduce, the value of your labor. 

For, all artificial operations which supersede manual labor come in 
competition with your powers of producing; and if such artificial opera- 
tions should be continually extended, they must, while the existing orga- 
nization of society remains, sooner or later reduce you to the lowest stage 
of existence. 

Machinery, after it has been introduced to a certain amount, comes in 
direct competition with your labor; and, as machinery is extended through 
the various departments of production, the value of your labor must di- 
minish; and hence the sole cause of your pecuniary distress for some 
years past. he different causes which have been assigned for your dis- 
tress were nothing more than the immediate mode by which superabun- 
dance produced the embarrassment. 
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Prior to the revolutionary war of France, the population of various 
countries frequently suffered great privations from war, or famine occa- 
sioned by war, or by a succession of unfavorable seasons. 

It was, however, in the midst of that war, somewhere about the year 
1810, that the population of those islands were first afflicted with the 
evils of superabundance. : 

Mechanic and other scientific improvements had been so greatly ex- 
tended at that period, that even under the enormous waste of a wide 
spread and most destructive war they were found amply sufficient to sup- 
ply that enormous waste, to saturate all the foreign markets open to your 
legal and contraband trade, and to over supply the home markets. 

You then, for the first time, experienced the paralizing effects of a su- 
perabundance, for which the present organization of society does not ad- 
mit of any other remedy than time, to dissipate or waste, in foreign mar- 
kets, the superabundance which you toiled to produce, while your labor, 
for this period, becomes of little, and, in many instances, of no value ; 
and you are compelled, in consequence, to experience all the privations 
of famine and evils of poverty; while yet, during this period, you are 
surrounded with a superfluity of necessaries, comforts, and luxuries, of 
which the present arrangement in civilized life forbids you to partake. 

You again experienced the dire ‘effects of superabundance after the 
te rmination of the war in the years 1815 and 1816, when the cessation 
from waste and destruction leit you so much production on hand, that you 
were thrown out of employment and plunged into poverty. You suffered 
from the same cause in 1818 and 1819, again in 1821, and lastly in 
1825; and, as long as the present organization of society shall continue. 
these periods of distress will occur frequently, and the evils which they 
will occasion will be more severely and extensively felt, until your suffer- 
ings, in the end, will become so unbearable as to create a necessity which, 
through wisdom or violence, will effect a radical change in the general 
structure of society. 

Thus, then, during the French revolutionary war, you passed a boun- 
dary never before reached in the history of man: you passed the regions 
of poverty arising from necessity, and entered those of permanent abun- 
dance, as soon as your affairs shall be directed by foresight and wisdom. 

You commenced a new era in the progress of civilization and thus 
have you attained the means to insure the “ wealth of nations,” the object 
so long sought for by legislators and political economists. 

It is now no longer necessary, except through ignorance, “that man 
should earn his bread by the sweat of his brow ;” for the inventions and 
discoveries which have been matured, and which are now in full practice, 
are more than sufficient, with very light labor, under a right direction, to 
supply the wants and insure the independence of all, without real injury 
to any. 

To understand this part of the subject, your best attention is requisite, 
because it is not only new to you, but it appears to be so also to legislators 
and political economists; for they continue still to direct their efforts to 
instruct the world how to increase its wealth, while the real difficulty against 
which society has to contend is, to discover the means by which an excess 
of wealth, now so easily produced, can be prevented from injuring all 





237 


THE CORRESPONDENT, 


classes, who experience from it precisely the same eflects which have 
been heretofore engendered by poverty. 

Legislators and political economists seem to be many years behind the 
real advance of science, and the general knowledge which has been dif- 
fused among the people. They still think and act upon the principles 
advocated by Adam Smith, who lived and wrote before the introduction 
of the new mechanical and chemical manufacturing system, which has 
already essentially altered the relative condition of all classes in Britain, 
and which, in its natural progress, cannot fail to force a greater change 
in human affairs than has been effected by all the previous revolutions 
which have agitated the world. 

The enormous power and silent progress of this new system appear to 
be unknown and unheeded by modern political economists ; and without 
a knowledge of both they they may as well attempt to enlighten the pub- 
lic on the science of political economy, as to attempt to develope the 
principles of agriculture without having regard to the influence of the sun 
on vegetation. 

When Adam Smith wrote his celebrated essays on the wealth of na- 
tions, men were struggling against a deficiency of the powers of produc- 


tion in society to supply all their reasonable wants; and the principle of 


division of labor, which he so ably advocated, was well calculated by its 
practice to lessen the difficulty. But he could not then imagine that in 
less than half a century the improvements effected by the combined 
sciences of mechanism and chemistry should set aside the necessity for 
the division of human labor to create the requisite wealth for happiness. 


It is now, however, obvious, that as the necessity for a minute division of 


labor existed, the happiness of the human race could not be attained. 

Since the time that Adam Smith wrote, the extension of mechanical 
contrivances, and the discoveries in chemistry, combined with the pro- 
gress and diffusion of general knowledge, have rendered a minute divi- 
sion of human labor, for the creation of wealth, as unnecessary as expe- 
rience has proved it to be deteriorating to the physical and mental facul- 
ties of man, and, therefore, always opposed to his happiness. 

Mechanism and chemistry have been directed to multiply the number 
of scientific hands, far exceeding the conception of ordinary minds. 

By these means, the powers of production have been increased, in 
Great Britain alone, since the days of Adam Smith, more than one hun- 
dred times; or, in other words, these artificial powers have been so di- 
rected as to produce the same effect as would arise from adding one hun- 
dred additional pair of hands to each producer, and these artificial hands 
have been better formed for their peculiar object of production than the 
hands formed by Nature. 

In consequence, the new powers of production created in Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland, since the days of Adam Smith, are now little, if any, 
short of the labor that could be obtained from 600 millions of active men, 
previous to that period; or, the working classes of great Britain and Ire- 
land can now, aided by mechanical and chemical improvements, finish 
as much work of the kind to which their labor is directed, as could be 
completed in the days of Adam Smith by three times the whole manual 
power of the world! 
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And this power, which our legislators and political economists seem to 
disregard in all their reasonings and calculations, is annually increasing 
ina continually i increasing ratio; for new discoveries are daily made in 
the mechanical and chemical sciences. 

It is this power, which is hourly encroaching on the value of your labor, 
that has thus far oppressed you by the facility it affords to over produc- 
tion; while the existing organization of society has been formed solely 
to counteract the evils of under production. 

At the periods when the existing arrangements of society were formed, 
no one could suspect the possibility of any evil from over production, and, 
in consequence, no remedy for it has been provided. 

This extraordinary state of matters has arisen in the natural course of 
events tending towards important improvements, and evidently not de- 
signed by any class or by any individuals. It is useless, therefore, to 
blame any parties, but most necessary, in practice, to adopt such mea- 
sures as will counteract these evils, and enable society to enjoy the bene- 
fits of all our discoveries and improvements. 

It is acknowledged that a state of society has now arisen which puz- 
zles and confounds all statesmen and political economists. All who re- 
flect are deeply engaged in attempts to discover the cause of, and the 
cure for, the temporary evils which the late rapid progress in physical 
knowledge has produced. There is, therefore, now much mind at work 
on the subject, which is too important to be neglected by any party; and 
no doubt the truth, ere long, will be elicited, and your condition will be 
ameliorated. ‘The fact is, “all existing governments are too timid, and 
are afraid to probe the subject to its foundation. ‘This work must be ac- 
complished by the union of men of high intellectual acquirements, and 
of great moral courage. 


T’o be concluded in our next. 


Free Press Association.—The lectures at this Association continue to 
be delivered to respectable and crowded audiences, on Sunday mornings, 
at 10 o’clock, in the Military Hall, corner of Fourth street and Sixth 
avenue; and in the afternoon, at half past 2 o’clock, in the Temple of 
Arts, William street. Owing to the regular general monthly meeting of 
the Association taking place on Sunday the 4th instant, at 10 o’clock 
forenoon, the next morning lecture is unavoidably postponed until Sun- 
day the 11th inst. 








MISCELLANEOUS. 





Holy Relics.—The Metropolitan Church of St. Lorenzo, at Genoa, 
was raised ifthe 11th century, and bears great evidence of its antiquity ; 
the architecture is gothic, and the building is cased with black and white 
marble, which gives it the look of a chessboard. The ignoble martyr- 
dom of St. Lorenzo is depicted on the facade, in basso relievo. The 
immense gridiron is evidently a patent one, and looks like the sign of a 
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cook’s shop. The heart sickens over these frequent images of culinary 
martyrdom, every where: boiling, broiling, frying saints, the products of 
legends as foolish as they are false. 'The worshippers of Apollo and Mi- 
nerva were not persecutors. Contemporary historians are generally si- 
lent upon these histories, which are rendered still more improbable by 
their palpable contradictions of the known usages of antiquity. The 
first well authenticated cases of martyrdom occurred only after the esta- 
blishment of a paid hierarchy, fired by interests which are not those of 
society at large. Then it was that intolerance stalked forth in all her 
virulence ; that the faggot was kindled and the axe raised; and that the 
Cranmers, who burned their victims under one interest today, were burn- 
ed in their turn tomorrow under another. The passion for representing 
martyrdom, under all the magic influence of the arts, did great injury to 
society. ‘The eye and heart were thus habituated to bloodshed, and ren- 
dered callous to suffering; while the most gloomy notions of Providence 
deadened moral sympathy, and perverted the sense of moral truth. 
The church of St. Lorenzo is further celebrated for containing a most 
sacred relic, the “ sagro catino,” adish of one entire and perfect emerald, 
said to be that on which the Saviour ate his last supper. Such a dish, in 
the house of a Jewish publican, was a miracle in itself. Mr. Eustace 
says, he looked for the dish, but found that the French, “ whose delight is 
brutal violence, as it is that of the lion or the tiger,” had carried it away, 
and so indeed they did. Butthat was nothing. The carrying off relies—the 
robbing of Peter to pay Paul, and spoilating one church to enrich another 
—was an oldtrick of legitimate conquerors in all ages ; for that very “ dish”’ 
had been carried away by the royal crusaders, when they took Cesarea 
in Palestine, under Gughelmo Embriaco, in the twelfth century. In the 
division of spoils, this emerald fell to the share of the Genoese crusa- 
ders, into whose holy vocation something of their old trading propensities 


evidently entered; and they deemed the vulgar value, the profane price of 


this treasure so high, that on an emergency they pledged it for 9,500 livres. 
Redeemed and replaced, it was guarded by knights of honor, called Cla- 
vigert, and only exposed once a year! Millions knelt before it; and the 
penalty on the bold but zealous hand that touched it with a diamond was 
a thousand golden ducats. The French seized this relic, as the crusa- 
ders had in the twelfth century ; but instead of conveying it from the 
church of St. Lorenzo to the abbey of St. Denis, (selon les regles,) they 
most sacrilegiously sent it to a laboratory. Instead of submitting it, with 
its traditional story, to a council of Trent, they handed it over to the In- 
stitute of Paris, and chemists, geologists, and philosophers were called 
on to decide the fate of that vessel which bishops, priests, and deacons 
had pronounced to be too sacred for human investigation, or even for hu- 
man touch. The result of the scientific investigation was, that the eme- 
rald dish was a piece of green glass. 


Election and Reprobation.—* The happiness of the elect in heaven 
willin part consist in witnessing the torments of the damned in hell, and 
among these it may be their own children, parents, husbands, wives, and 
friends on earth. One part of the business of the blessed js to celebrate 


ent ee la ee ae 











40 THE CORRESPONDENT. 


the doctrine of reprobation. While the decree of reprobation is externally 
executing on the vessels of wrath, the smoke of their torment will be eter- 
nally ascending in the view of the vessels of mercy, who, instead of taking 
the part of those miserable objects, will say amen, hallelujah, praise the 
Lord. It concerns therefore all the expectants of heaven to anticipate 
this trying scene, and ask their hearts whether they are not on the Lord’s 
side, and can praise him for reprobating as well as electing love.” —Em- 
mon’s Sermons, xvi. 

“* When they (i. e. the saints) shall seehow great the misery is from which 
God hath saved them, and how great a difference he hath made between 
their state and the state of others who were by nature, and perhaps by prac- 
tice, no more sinful and ill deserving than they, it will give them more a 
sense of the wonderfulness of God’s grace tothem. Every time they look 
upon the damned, it will excite in them a lively and admiring sense of the 
grace of God in making them so to differ. ‘The sight of hell torments wil! 
exalt the happiness of the saints forever.” —Jid, ser. xi. 

“The saints in glory will be far more sensible how dreadful the wrath 
of God is, and will better understand how terrible the sufferings of the 
damned are, yet this will be no occasion of grief to them, but rejoicing. 
‘They will not be sorry for the damned; it will cause no uneasiness or 
dissatisfaction to them, but, on the contrary, when they see this sight it 
will occasion rejoicig and excite them to joyful praises.”—dwards’s 
Practical Sermons, xxii. 


Though all the winds of doctrine were let loose to play upon the earth), 
so Truth be in the field, we do injuriously by licensing and prohibiting to 
misdoubt her strength. Let herand Falsehood grapple: who ever knew 
her put to the worse in a free and open encounter.—Milton’s Areopagitica. 








The following publications may be had at the office of the Correspond- 
ent, No. 15 Chamber street: 

Ecce Homo! or a Critical Inquiry into the History of Jesus of Naza- 
reth—75 cents in boards. The author of this work was imprisoned two 
years and fined in £200 sterling, by the British government, for publish- 
ting it. 

The People’s Rights Reclaimed ; being an Exposition of the uncon- 
stitutionality of the Law of the State of New York compelling the obser- 
vance of a religious Sabbath Day—25 cents. 

View of the Metaphysical and Physiological Arguments in favor of 
Materialism—25 cents. 

The Scripture Doctrine of Materialism—25 cents. 

Voltaire’s Philosophical Dictionary, Lond. ed., 2 vols. in one—$1,25. 

*.* Orders for books, in every department of literature, punctually at- 
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